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served in some subordinate capacity, and he signed on for the
voyage of three years at the rate of £2 los. a month.   Though
never what registry offices would call " clean in person and
work/' he plodded through somehow, and again in the Freeman
episode rescued the ship from starvation ; we accordingly doubled
his wages as a testimonial of esteem.   My feelings can therefore
be imagined when one morning, after we had been some weeks
at Punta Arenas, I was told that Luke was not on board and
his cabin was cleared.   He had somehow in the early morning
eluded the anchor watch and had gone off in a strange boat.
A deserter forfeits of course his accumulated wages, which,
by a probably wise regulation, are payable to Government and
not to the owner; but there is nothing to prevent a man who
is leaving a vessel recouping himself by means of any little
articles that he may judge will come in handy in his new career.
The one that I grudged most to Luke was my cookery book, to
which he had become much attached, and which was never seen
again after his departure; it was really a mean theft, from which
I suffered much in the future.
S. offered, through the police, a reward for his detention, and
enlarged his knowledge of the town by going personally through
every low haunt, but without success. A rumour subsequently
reached us that a muffled figure had been seen going on board
one of the little steamers which plied backwards and forwards
to the ports in Tierra del Fuego, and we heard, when it was too
late, that Luke had been,enticed to a sheep farm there, with
the promise of permanent employment at £ro a month, with £a
bonus during shearing^time, which was then in progress. The
let^atjoj* was enormous, and I have to this day a sneaking
ld&33&essfosr Luke, but for those who tempted him no pardon at
aft, Tb$ condition int which the successive defaulters had left
their quarters is better pictured than described, and so stringent
is the line of ship's etiquette between work on deck and below,
that, as the simplest way and for the honour of the yacht, the
Stewardess did the job of cleaning out cabin and pantry herself*
moral for shipowners is—do riot dally in South American
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began a strange hunt in tlie middle of nowhere foe
itself a cook or steward.   The beach-
marvellous; one persistent applicant

